
We have thoroughly enjoyed our half term but are very much looking forward 

to the holidays. It’s been a fantastic few weeks with some class assemblies, 

visits from City of London Freemen’s School for French lessons, Remembrance, 

concerts, fireworks as well as the Christmas fair, services, lunch and parties.

– Mr Wood (Teacher and Year 5 Lead)
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MATHS

After a very long 15 week term there are quite a few tired bunnies needing a rest – and that is just the teachers. We hope everyone has a 

lovely holiday, has the visit they want from Santa and comes back refreshed for the new year. Happy Christmas! - The Year 5 Team

OTHER AREAS 

Since half term, our focus in English has been on the text ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by 

Emma Carroll. We have really enjoyed reading about Olive’s experiences during the Second 

World War as an evacuee and it was helpful being able to apply our history learning from the 

previous half term. 

The children have produced some super pieces of writing, including setting descriptions and 

informal letters. We’ve also had plenty of opportunities to develop our comprehension skills 

through character analysis and trying to use evidence from the text to explain our thoughts. 

In maths we started our fractions unit and it has 

been pleasing seeing our confidence develop over 

the weeks. To begin with we worked on 

understanding proper and improper fractions and 

mixed numbers and then finding equivalent 

fractions and applying this learning when adding 

and subtracting fractions and mixed numbers. 

We embedded the principles of finding the 

common denominator and that what we do to the 

dominator we must do the same to the numerator. 

After the holidays, we will return to multiplication 

and division with a focus on using more written 

methods and also how we multiply fractions.

Science has had 

us learning about 

forces. We have 

investigated and 

looked at how 

gravity, friction, air 

resistance and 

water resistance 

can be helpful or 

unhelpful. We also 

thought about how 

levers, gears and 

pulleys are all 

mechanisms that 

make jobs easier 

to do. 

SCIENCE

In other subjects, we have looked at what life is 

like in the Alps in geography; how to say the 

types of weather in French; what Christians 

believe about creation in RE and celebrating 

difference in PSHE. 

We also really enjoyed designing and 

making our Christmas cam toys in DT, 

improving our Netball tactics and dance 

skills in PE and learning app design and 

touch typing in computing.


