
 Year 1 English Curriculum Map 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Main text 

 

  

Message in a 
Bottle 
Matt Hunt 

Non-fiction Choice – Comprehension 
Ninja 

Additional texts The Gruffalo by Julia 
Donaldson 
Mrs Armitage on Wheels by 
Quentin Blake 
On the Way Home by Jill 
Murphy 
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Stimulus for 
writing – 1 

 
+ Writing 

opportunities 
 

The Colour 
Monster by Anna 
Llenas 

- oral 
sentence 
construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rama and 
Sita  

-retelling the 
story  

 

 
 

Visit 
Windsor 
Castle 

Recount 
writing,  

 
 
Where the 
Wild Things 
Are by 
Maurice 
Sendak 

-descriptive 
sentences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

- retelling 
whole story 
with own 
ideas 

 
Night Pirates 
by Peter 
Harris 

Setting 

description 

 

- sentence 
writing 

- sequencing Sentence 
focus: time 
connectives, 
adjectives, 
simple 
sentence, 
basic 
punctuation 
(Inc. ?) 

-retelling 
beginning 
and end of 
narrative 

-sequencing Character 

description 

- sentence 
writing 

-character 
creation 

-character 
description 

Orally 

composing and 

writing simple 

but descriptive 

sentences 

 

Stimulus for 
writing – 2 

 
+ Writing 

opportunities  
Owl Babies by 
Martin Waddell 

- oral 
sentence 
construction 

 
A Christmas 
Journey by 
Susie Poole 

- character 
creation  

 
Non-fiction 
DK books 

- retelling 
story 

 
 
Not Now 
Bernard by 
David McKee 
 
 

- performing 

 
 
The Three 
Little Pigs 

-retelling 
story 

 

 
 
Pirate Stew 
by Neil 
Gaiman and 
Chris Riddell 

Simple 
rhyming 
sentences/ 
words  

- sentence 
writing 

- sequencing -labelling 
castles 

- retelling 
story 

-descriptive 
writing 
(setting) 

Focus on 
synonyms for 
describing 
nouns 

- letter writing - descriptive 
sentences 

-sequencing  Pirate maps/ 
wanted poster 

Supporting Texts Smeds and the Smoos by Julia 
Donaldson 
Leaf Thief by Alice Shemming  
The Owl Who Was Afraid of the 
Dark by Jill Tomlinson 

The Jolly Postman’s 
Christmas by Allan Ahlberg 
The Christmas Story 

Zog by Julia Donaldson 
See Inside Castles (Usborne) 
by Katie Daynes 
The Knight Who Wouldn’t 
Fight by Helen Docherty 
The Paper Bag Princess by 
Robert Munsch 

Pirate Stew by Neil Gaiman 
The Pirates Next Door by 
Jonny Duddle 
The Popcorn Pirates by 
Alexander McCall Smith 
Captain Abdul’s Pirate School 
by Colin McNaughton 

 Tyrannosaurus Drip by Julia 
Donaldson 

S
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 Discrete and 
shown through 

writing 

- Finger spaces 
- Letter formation 

- Capital letters 
- Full stops 

- Question mark  
- Exclamation mark 

- Past and present 
tense 

- Singular and plural 

- Joining sentences with 
‘and’ 

- Review all 

 Wider Curriculum 
links 

All About Me 
Animals + (Woodland) Habitats 

Celebrations Castles, Knights, Princesses, 
Kings and Queens 

Superheroes Plants Dinosaurs 

 


