
 

The Greville Primary School – Progression in Music Vocabulary 
 

EYFS, Infants and Year 3  
EYFS Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Listen 

Copy me 

Dance 

Voice 

Speak 

Whisper 

Sing 

Shout 

Sound 
Explore 

Feel 

Mood 

Think 

Ideas 

Move 

Actions 

Experiment 

Instruments 

Change 

Beat 

Rhythm 

Pitch 

High/ Low 

Loud/ Quiet 

Pulse 

Silence 

Style  
Instrument 
Rest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beat 

Fast/ Slow 

Rhythm 

Pitch- 

high/low 

Loud/Quiet 

Chant  

Singers 

Rhyme 

Explore 

Drums 

Phrase 

Body 

percussion 

Leader 

Percussion 

Wind 

Strings 

Tap, scrape, 

shake, ring, 

Opinion 

Pattern 

 

 

Pulse 

Tempo  

Call and 

response 

Composition 

Rhythm 

Conductor 

Tune 

Timbre 

Instrument  

Rest 

 
  

 

Loud(er)/Quiet(er) 

Fast(er)/Slowe(er) 

Melody/Tune 

High(er)/Low(er) 

Tuned/untuned  

Rest  

Orchestra 

Strings-violin 

Brass-trumpet 

Woodwind – flute 

Graphic symbols 

Stick notation 

Improvise 

Compose 

Emotion 

Groups of beats 

Structure 

Call and response 

Emotion 

 

Dynamics 

Tempo 

Pitch 

Rhythm 

Pulse 

Harmony 

Timbre (individual 

sound) 

Texture (group of 

instruments together) 

solo/duet/ensemble 

Time signatures 

Beginning/middle/end 

Verse/ Chorus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steady tempo 
Fast(er)/Slowe(er) 

Pulse/ beat 
Note values 
Rests 
Word rhythms, syllables  
Dynamics Loud(er)/Quiet(er) 

Unison 
Parts 
Bars 
Phrase 
Improvise 
Compose 
Structure: beginning, middle, 
end 
Verse-chorus 
Repetition 
Stick notation 
Dot notation 
Stave 
Instrumental families: 
wind/brass/strings/percussion 
Percussion instruments 
smooth, tinkling, rattling, 
scraping  
Posture 
Melody/Tune   
High(er)/Low(er) 

Allegro/andante 
Harmony 
Crescendo/diminuendo 
Binary from 
Ternary form  
Staff notation  
 
 
 
 



 

Years 4, 5 and 6 

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Tempo: getting faster, 
getting slower  
More word rhythm 
patterns   
Down beat 
Time signatures 
Dynamics (louder/quieter) 
Structure  
Instruments and their 
families 
Pitch: same note, step, 
leap 
Scale 
Octave 
Accompaniment 
Pentatonic scale 
Chords 
Articulation: smooth/short 
Character 
Staff notation 
Duet/group 
Timbre: hollow, warm, 
accent 
Texture 
Repetition 
Contrast 
Blowing, striking, plucking, 
strumming, hitting 
Emotion 

Accelerando, rallentando, 
ritenuto   
Ostinato 
Simple/compound time 
Crescendo/diminuendo 
Drone 
Bass 
Major and minor 
Legato/staccato 
 
 
 

Forte 
Piano 
Improvise 
Intervals 
Drone 
Phrasing 
Harmony 
Chords 
Major, minor 
Song structure: verse, 
chorus, bridge 
A capella 
Accompaniment 
Graphic score 
Traditional notation 
Solo 
Ensemble 
Contrast 
 
 
   
 

Largo 
Presto 
Rhythmic 
Ostinato 
Mezzo forte 
Mezzo piano 
Triads 
Folk songs 
Baroque  
Blues 
Jazz 
Rock ‘n’ roll 
Pop 
Funk 
Disco 
African drumming 
Classical Indian 
Chinese music 
Trinidad calypso 
 
 
 

Tempo 
Rhythm patterns 
Phrasing 
Drone 
Rounds 
Contrast 
Chords 
Major 
Minor 
Blues scales 
Accuracy 
Expression 
Pitch 
Duration 
Dynamics 
Timbre 
Texture 
Ensemble 
Layer 
Balance 

Sharp/flat 
Syncopation  
Ostinato/riff 
Canon 
Dissonance 
Ensemble 
Articulation 
staccato/legato 
Modulation 
Variation 
 
 

 

 


