
           The Greville Primary School – Progression in Religious Education Vocabulary 

 

Christianity 
Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Past 
Present 
Different 
Same 
Harvest 
Wedding 
Christenin
g 
Christmas 
Respect 
Christian 
Easter 
Believe 

 

Religion 
Jesus 
Festivals 
Bible 

Ceremony 

Why do 
Christians 
call God 
‘creator’? 
Create 
Creation 
Creator 
Provide 
Share 
Thankful 
Grateful 
Harvest 
Worship 
Donate 
Food Bank 

 

Why do 
Christian
s call 
God 
‘creator’
? 
Sukkot 

 

Why is 
giving 
important 
to 
Christians? 
Worship 
Service 
Sermon 
Place of 
Worship 

 

Why is 
giving 
important 
to 
Christians? 
Church 
Bible 
Greatest 
Command
ment 

 

How can 
artists 
help us to 
understan
d what 
Christians 
believe? 
Creativity 
Cross 

 

How can 
artists 
help us 
to 
understa
nd what 
Christian
s 
believe? 
Holy 
Week 
Crucifix 
Nativity  
Annuncia
tion 
Incarnati
on 

What did 
God 
promise to 
his 
people? 
Blessing  
Salvation 
Saviour 
Sign 
Seal  
Descendan
ts  

 

What did 
God 
promise to 
his 
people? 
Communio
n 
Covenant 
Promised 
land  

 

What do 
people 
believe 
about 
Creation? 
Creation 
Evolution 
Theory 
Fact 

 

What do 
people 
believe 
about 
Creation? 
‘The fall’ 
Big Bang 

 

What do 
Christian
s believe 
about 
the 
Messiah 
and why 
is it good 
news? 
Fulfilmen
t 
Sacrifice 
Sin 
Prophet 
Prophecy 
Salvation 

 

What do 
Christians 
believe 
about the 
Messiah and 
why is it 
good news? 
Messiah 
Passover 
Manna 
Resurrection 

 

What is 
the 
Nativity 
and why is 
it 
important 
to 
Christians?   
Worship 
Communit
y 

What is 
the 
Nativity 
and why 
is it 
importan
t to 
Christian
s?   
Nativity  
Incarnati
on 
Angel 
Wise 
men/Ma
gi 

Why do 
Christians 
call Jesus 
‘Saviour’? 
Rescue 
Forgivenes
s 
Saviour 
Salvation 
 

Why do 
Christians 
call Jesus 
‘Saviour’? 
Disciple 
Crucifixion 
Resurrecti
on 
 

What is 
the Bible’s 
big story 
and why is 
it like 
treasure 
for 
Christians? 
Sin  
Rescue  
Saviour 
 

What is 
the 
Bible’s 
big story 
and why 
is it like 
treasure 
for 
Christian
s?  
Old 
Testame
nt 
New 
Testame
nt 
 

For 
Christians, 
is 
communio
n a 
celebratio
n or an act 
of 
remembra
nce. 
Sacrifice 
Salvation 
Saviour 
 

For 
Christians, 
is 
communio
n a 
celebratio
n or an act 
of 
remembra
nce. 
Communio
n 
Eucharist 
Passover 
Seder 
Alter 
Covenant 

Why is 
the idea 
of rescue 
so 
important 
to 
Christians
? 
Sin 
Free will 
Rescue 
Saviour 
Atoneme
nt 
Reconcilia
tion 
Prophecy 

Why is 
the idea 
of rescue 
so 
importan
t to 
Christians
? 
Old 
testament 
New 
Testamen
t 
Resurrecti
on 
 

How is 
God 
three 
and yet 
one?  
Unity 
Liturgy 
 

How is God 
three and 
yet one?   
Trinity 
God 
John the 
Baptist 
Baptism 
In 
communion 



Sacrament  Testimony  

What do 
Christians 
learn from 
stories of 
Jesus? 
Divine  
Ordinary 
Extraordin
ary 
Lifetime 
Communit
y 
Miracle 

What do 
Christian
s learn 
from 
stories of 
Jesus? 
Jesus 
Christian
s 

Salvatio
n 
Disciple 
Parable 

What is 
God like 
for 
Christians? 
Creator  
Adjective 
Shepherd  

 
 

How did 
Jesus 
change 
lives and 
why is it 
good 
news? 
Forgivenes
s 
Miracle 
Deny 
Restoratio
n 

How did 
Jesus 
change 
lives and 
why is it 
good 
news? 
Gentiles 
Disciple 
Resurrec
tion 
Gospel 

What did 
Jesus say 
about 
God’s 
kingdom 
and why is 
it good 
news? 
Response 
Sovereign 
Kingdom 
Citizen  
  
 

What did 
Jesus say 
about 
God’s 
kingdom 
and why is 
it good 
news? 
Incarnatio
n 
 

How did 
the 
church 
begin and 
where is 
it now? 
Inaugurat
e 
Worship  
Testimony 
Global 
Unite 
Persecuti
on 
Illegal 
Inclusive 

How did 
the 
church 
begin and 
where is 
it now? 
Holy Spirit 
Pentecost 
Church 
Early 
Church 
Baptism 
Creed 
Denomin
ation 

What 
differenc
e does it 
make to 
belong 
to God’s 
kingdom
? 
Justice 
Mercy 
Humility 
Reconcili
ation  
  
 

 

 

Judaism  
Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 
Past 
Present 
Different 
Same 
Jewish 
 

Ceremony 
Torah  
Religion  

What is the 
Torah and 
why is it so 
important 
to Jewish 
families? 
Scroll 
Ark 

What is the 
Torah and why 
is it so 
important to 
Jewish families? 
Torah 
God 

• Moses  
Ten 
Commandments 

• Mitzvot  

• Synagogue 

• Tallit  

• Kippot  

• Simchat Torah 
 

Why do Jewish 
families 
celebrate the 
gift of Shabbat? 

• Rest  
• Weekend  
• Creation  

 

Why do 
Jewish 
families 
celebrate the 
gift of 
Shabbat? 

• Shabbat 
• Shalom  
• Challah  
• Havdalah  
• Kippah  

 

What are 
important 
times for Jews? 
Rite of 
passage/milesto
ne 
 

What are important 
times for Jews? 
Covenant 
Mitzvot 
Ten Commandments 
Torah 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Shema 
Tefillin 
Mezuzah 
Ketubah 
Huppah 
Promised Land 
foot festival  
Pesach (Passover)  
Seder  
Sukkot 
Sukkah 
Shabbat 
Shalom 

What does it mean 
to be part of a 
synagogue 
community? 
Fasting  
Forgiveness 
 

What does it mean to 
be part of a synagogue 
community? 
Mezuzah  
Mitzvot  
Ten Commandments  
Torah  
Shema  
Tefillin  
Tallit  
Kippah  
HaMidrash  
HaKnesset  
Rosh Hasanah 
Yom Kippur  
Tzedek Tzedekah  
Chessed  
Gemilut Chasadim 
Tikun Olam 



Islam  
Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 5 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 
Past 
Present 
Different 
Same 
 

Muslim  
Religion  
Qur’an 
Allah  

What is 
important to 
Muslim 
families? 
Prophet  
Respect  
Submission  
 
 

What is 
important to 
Muslim 
families? 
Allah  
Islam  
Muslims  
‘salaam’  
Muhammad  
Qur’an  
Arabic  
Jibreel  
Zakah/Zakat 

Who is Allah 
and why do 
Muslims 
worship Him? 
Worship 
 

Who is Allah 
and why do 
Muslims 
worship Him? 
Allah 
Islam 
Muslim 
Prayer 
Arabic 
Salah 
Wudu 
Mosque  
 

How does 
worship show 
what is 
important to 
Muslims? 
Community  

How does worship 
show what is 
important to 
Muslims? 
Qu’ran 
Allah 
Mosque 
Adhan 
Tawhid 
Ummah 
Salah 
Shahada 
Adhan 
Prophet Muhammad 

What helps 
Muslims live a 
good life? 
 

What helps Muslims 
live a good life? 
Allah 
Tawhid 
Hadith 
Salah 
Wudu 
Ummah 
Shahadah 
Sawm 
Zakah 
Hajj 
Raqib 
Atib 
Aqueqah 
Eid-ul-Fitr 
Eud-ul-Adha 

 

Sikhism 
Year 4 

Tier 2 Tier 3 
What do Sikh people value? 
Equality 

What do Sikh people value? 
Sikhi 
Guru 
Guru Nanak Ji 
Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
Il Onkar  
Waheguru 
Naam Japna 
Gurdwara 
Langar  
Five Ks: Kesh Kangha Kirpan Kara  
Kachera  
Khalsa  
Vaisakhi  
Amrit 
Kara Prashad 



Khanda 
Nishan Sahib 
Mool Mantar 

 

Humanism 
Year 4 

Tier 2 Tier 3 
How do non-religious people celebrate new life? 
Natural 
Evolution 
World view 
Evidence 
Atheist 
Milestones 
Celebrant  
Godparents 
Empathy 

How do non-religious people celebrate new life? 
Baptism 
The Big Bang 
Humanism 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Happy Human 

 

Hinduism  
Year 5 

Tier 2 Tier 3 
What helps Hindus to worship? 
Manifestation  
Consort  
Mantra/chant  
Creation 
Shrine  
Pilgrimage  
Vegetarian 
Offering 
 
 

What helps Hindus to worship? 
Sanatana Dharma  
Sanatani 
Brahman  
Supreme Being  
Deities / Devas  
Murti  
Trimurti  
Brahma  
Vishnu  
Shiva  
Tridevi  
Saraswati  
 Lakshmi  
Parvati 
Om/Aum  
Atman  
Avatar  



Ganesha  
Mandir  
Puja  
Ganges River  
 Holi  
Diwali (Divali)  
Mala  

 

Buddhism  
Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 
What is the Buddhist way of life? 
Shrine 

What is the Buddhist way of life? 
Siddhartha Gautama  
Buddha  
Nirvana (Enlightenment) 
Samsara  
Meditation  
Four Noble Truths: 
- Dukkha – suffering 
- Samudaya – the desires that cause suffering e.g. greed 
- Nirodha – the end of suffering 
- Magga – the way to bring the end, the Eightfold Path 
Noble Eightfold Path  
Wheel of Dharma 
Rebirth  
Dhamma  
Triple Gems 

 


