
Welcome to Year 4
Maths and English 
curriculum session  



Are we clear in what we try to communicate?



• Introduction

• Reading 

• Writing

• Maths

• Any questions 

But please feel free to ask questions along the way

Finish at 3.15pm



Accelerated Reader



What is Accelerated Reader?

• Begins with Star Assessments - An adaptive 
assessment programme that determines the 
level your child is reading at.  

• These assessments happen 4-5 times a year.

• AR allows us to track children’s understanding of 
what they have read.

• It tracks reading fluency, reading age and 
provides us with lots of fun data!

• It gives the children suggestions for next books 
based on how they are reading. 



Why Accelerated Reader?

• Ensure that all children are reading books that 
are matched to their reading level.

• It gives teachers immediate feedback on how 
children are reading and their next targets.  

• Enabled us to revamp and re-level our books.

• Promotes a love of reading and encourages a 
wider range of books. 





Accelerated Reader

• ZPD – Zone of Proximal Development – This is the range at which 
children will make progress.

• Children choose books at their reading level. Most ZPD levels are 
quite broad. 

• Children can choose library books that are outside of their ZPD. It 
is important to promote a wide range of different reading books.

• Quizzes should be completed within 24 hours of finishing the 
book. This can be at home or at school. 

• Quizzes really test that they have read the book – children can’t 
just watch the film!

• Quizzes start at 5 questions at the start of the book levels and 
progress to a maximum of 20 as the children become stronger. 
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Example of the 
questions the children 

will see taken from
Charlotte’s Web.   

Children have their 
login and password in 
their reading records. 



Accelerated reader and Reading for Pleasure

• As great as AR is, it is important to remember that levels and collecting points is not 
everything.

• Choose a book because you love the look of the cover, or because the blurb has really 
caught your attention, or because a friend has recommended it. 

• We encourage children to choose books ‘just because’, alongside their levelled reading 
book. 

• Children should also be encouraged to reread their favourite books, or choose a book 
outside their comfort zone or pick up a book because their friend is reading it. 

• Reading to, and with, your child is vital too. We actively encourage you to share books 
with your children and to read books that are above their level to them. 



Writing at The Greville

Supporting your child in writing



Reading widely and 
often is one of the best 

things you can do to 
support your child with 

writing

imagination

vocabulary

structure



The Greville Writing Process

1: Immersion
2: Generating 

Ideas

3: Rehearsal 4: Initial Write

5: Review and 
Revise

6: Publish and 
Share

Understanding the 
audience and purpose of 
writing.

Writing inspired by a wide 
range of high quality texts 
(books, visual clips etc).

Focus on rehearsing the 
skills needed for writing.





A Focus on 
Sentence 
Structure

Year 4



Year Group Spelling Words

Practising Spellings

Our spelling 
scheme



Handwriting and Writing Fluency

Writing involves so many skills and facets. 
By developing children’s handwriting and 
fluency, children can focus more on the 

other aspects of writing.



Some ideas for helping your child at home



Welcome to Year 4
Maths and English 
curriculum session  



Maths



Maths

In maths, the focus is on understanding the concept and not 

learning procedures by rote, so that as the children progress 

through their education at primary and secondary school, 

the are set up to succeed and have strong foundations to 

their mathematical understanding. 

Some recent changes are…



Using the correct Vocabulary (just like in English)

e.g.

Factor x Factor = Product

Or

Minuend – Subtrahend = Difference



Here are some other numbers.

Here are some multiples of 3

12 27 66

1 + 2 = 3 2 + 7 = 9 6 + 6 = 12

Have a think205 206 207

One of these numbers 
is a multiple of 3

What do you notice?

I noticed that…

Generalisation: The digits of a multiple of 3 total a multiple of 3. 

Looking for 
relationships



What resources do we use?

 Here are the common resources we use in class to support the children’s 

understanding. Different resources will be used to teach different concepts.  

Place Value counters. 

Dienes or Base 
10.

Rekenrek.

Numicon.

Number lines

Tens Frames 



Part, part whole models and bar models.   

 Place value concepts are modelled to the children using part, part, whole 

models, bar models and place value charts. 

5

2 35 3
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9 Part, part, whole 
models. 
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500 60
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Bar Models



Column addition and subtraction.   

 This is initially done alongside counters in order to embed the place value 

concepts. 

 The language around this method is very different to when you may have 

been taught it at school. Words such as borrowing and carrying are no longer 

used. We now use the words regrouping and exchanging. 



4 8 0 3
+ 1 4 5 8

Th H T O

1626
11

1626



4 0 6 5
− 2 1 2 8

Th H T O

4,065  − 2,128 =

5 1

73

3 1

91

1,937 

There are not enough , so I need to 
exchange 1 for 10 

ones
ten ones

hundreds
thousand hundreds

7391



7 0 0
− 3 4 8

700348

6 1 91

253

Using efficient strategies



6 9 9
− 3 4 8

700699348

− 1
153

351 + 1 =352

7 0 0
− 3 4 8

6 1 91

253



Fluency Sessions

We are part of a national programme called Mastering Number KS2, 

which focuses on the children developing multiplicative reasoning. 

These are 10-15 minutes and run 4/5 times a week. 

This is a priority as a school as children who have a secure understanding 

of multiplicative reasoning and instant recall of their times table facts, 

make better progress in KS2 and KS3. 

Children also complete time table booklets daily to support them in 

fluency in learning these facts. 



TTRS are a way that children can practice these essential 

number facts at home. They work there way up through 

levels and can achieve certificated for their progress. We 

also have regular tournaments within the school. 

The children’s login details can be found in their reading 

diaries.



Other Year 4 topics

 Column multiplication

 Short division

 Mental strategies- 64 + 37 = 65 + ___ etc?

 Missing number calculations using bar modelling

 Fractions - fractions of quantity - bar modelling

 Equivalent fractions

 Geometry


